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Over the last two decades, the US prison population experienced a rapid exponential growth. As a consequence the federal cost of sustaining prisons ballooned and the inmates security being jeopardized. The situation caused the government to incur high amounts of expenditure at the expense of other fiscal priorities. To address the gridlock lawmakers and researchers embarked on exploring ways in which deterioration of prison system can be brought to a halt. The Folly of Neoliberal Reform and Reducing Incarceration Rates articles outlines how the population levels in the prisons in Unites States can be reduced.  These articles have a number of similarities: 
1. Prison population reduction can be achieved by conducting systematic reviews in all states and implementing adopted policies.
2. The extent of violence should be considered in determination of imprisonment terms.
Despite these articles having similarities they also tend to differ in that:
1. While (Gottschalk, 2015) sees ratio bias as a factor that lead to increased prison population, (Fabelo 2016) does not address such bias.
Conducting systematic reviews on existing policies should be carried out in all prisons. Researchers should collect, analyze and report data to relevant authorities such as policy formulators.  Policy formulators should create and ensure all policies that are followed during the determination of imprisonment periods for law offenders (Fabelo 2016). According to (Gottschalk, 2015), these policies should mainly focus on the jail terms for all offences.  They should concern the course of action to be taken to law violators who may not necessarily be put in prison but require adequate supervision by the states security on their deeds as a way of reforming them.
During sentencing the extent of violence of offences in should be considered in the determination of imprisonment periods.  This involves conducting intensive investigations on offences to avoid making decisions that are not well supported.  Implementing this strategy will see the prisons populations reduce drastically since most offences may be determined to be of low violence and hence an outside imprisonment may be practiced.
The articles differ in the aspect of racial equality and how it has caused the rapid increase of prisoners. Enhancing equality in races whereby Americans and non-Americans should have equal imprisonment periods for similar offences while the reducing incarceration rate article has a bias on the non-Americans (Gottschalk, 2015).  The bias has an impact of having the non-American getting more imprisonment charges. As a result the populations in the prisons will keep on growing if equality is not enhanced.
Conclusion
The two articles have diversely investigated on the possible ways of reducing the prison populations in America.  For this to be made more effective, eliminating ratio bias when sentencing will lead to an even lower prison population.  With an optimum prison population, the economy will be not be burdened by prisons and prisoners will be safe.
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